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TIPS & TECHNIQUES

HIDING THE HIDEDUTS

Concealing pocket powerhouses with the right holsters
on the ankle, shoulder, waist and more!

By Jerry Ahern
Phiotos by Sharcon Aham

hether carfed by them-
sehees OF 45 backup to larg-
ar, morna powerful handguns,
the hideautl quns [|dven
though they are smaller than theair full-size
counferparts) still require skill and prepa-
ration for effecthve concealmant. It must
be noted that there ars hideout handguns
and there are handguns, which can be
easily hidden. Let's usa the terms “pockelt
pistols™ and “west pocket pistols™ to distin-
guish batwean them. The old
derringer, which was orginally relaased in
1888 and only dropped from production
in 1835, was actually vest pocket siza.
Tha Walther PP and semi-automatics of
its genaral diminutive size are bégger and
ara not west pocket size.

For the typical person who wishes o
hide & hidesut handgun, thers & an ary
of choices befter than ever befora. Mot
too many people wear 8 vest on a regular
basis these days $0 “vest™ pocket pistols
have become trouser pocket pistols for
most of us. Camying a handgun locsa
in the pocket without a holster is not a
great idea. The fireanm's orientation in the
pociket can and will shift, and mone than
likaly pick up dirt and lint and drawing the
WD i$ hess reliable

Pocket Holsters

There ane two general categones of
pocket holsters, namely those for the
front pocket and those for the hip pock-
at. Hip pocket camy presents a shghihy
greater sk of the weapon baing noticed
and absolutely demands a hotster. The
successiul hip pockat holster should be
reasondably stiff leather (at loast a 5.5 to
G-gunce) and will be flat on one sida,
molded on the other. The molded side
actually holds the pistol, The purpose of
the flat skda, worn facing cutward is 1o
mask shape. I built properdy, the holster
will give the appearance of a wallat in
thie pocket. H carmying in the hip pocke
without a holster, almost amyone will rec-
ognize the presence of a gun.

Properly constructed hip pocket hol-
stars ane designed for a twist draw. The
gun lz pesitioned butt facing away fram
the body, the slide (hip pocket holsters

T ) gl = e
A Mini Revolvar in & Pocket Natural and in awbhor's left hand, an El Paso horsehide
pocket holster with a Seecamp in the author's right hand,

One side of o hip pocket holster is fat and smoath... whils the actual holster portion
can be a5 dedaded &3 one wishes, the gun & Guardian .32 ACP

The CovertCarrier aliows secure IWE carry of this Seecamp.. withoul o holster
If wearing black sipcks and a black belt, you would never spot the gun,
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Galco Gunleather's Pocket Protecior
Bolstar for & snwblhe ravolern

Ahermn bolds the crofch holster a% i
would be positioned inside his pants.

just dont work with a revolver) facing
toward pody center. When you draw the
gun, youU shde your gun hand Detwean
your burtt and the gun's butt, youwr hand-
oriented palm ouwtward, The gun is
positioned upward, then twisted into
slandard preseniation position belors
tha gun hand arcs forward. Be mindful
of the possibllity of premature irigger
manipulafion précipitating an acciden-
tal or negligent discharge, resulting in
shooding yoursel,

Hip pocket holsters work well wom
in the oftside nienor breast pocket of a
sport coat or bomber jackel. They can
also work well on the gun hand side of
outarwear such as overcoals, etc. Given

| the proper positioning, they can make
| satisfactory purse holsters for wormaen,

Eﬂﬂﬂml'l'g mione versatila and com-

| fortable are the front pocket holsters,

With a front pochat holster (some may
congader thi front pocket a “sade™ pock-
af), one can camy a much wider ranga
el handgun sizas. A well-designed front
pocket holster, whan the waaner proparly
practicas thalr draw, will stay in the pock-
at whisn the gun lisaves it. Some holsbers
are designed with hook-like appendages,
odhers use fabric thal has a tacky” feal
o it and clings to pocket liners. Stll,
the predent pockel haolster wearer will
davelop a draw technigus. One commoan
method insohves using the thumb and
trigger fingar 1o push the holster off tha
gun as the remalning fingers pull the gun
frgem thil Pholstes,

IWB Holsters

WB (inside-the-waistband) holsters
are frequently wsed with the smaller
guns but this practics defeats the whole

The ORIGINAL DIRTY HARRY
Sshoulder Holster

From iha
RIGIMNAL
Makprs"
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Become a Bladesmith
www BecomeaBladesmith.com

Become a
Certified Reloader
www . CertifiedReloader.com
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HIDING THE HIDEOUTS

DaSantis front pocket holster for the
Guardian 380 ACF

Author ¢
purposs of Such a small gun 1o bagin with., img the
If you're going fo go through the troubla
of covering up a holster at the waist, you
right 2% veell caery @ larger handgun. Thera
are means for waistband carry thalt do
ot requie & holster at all. The maresous
Barami Hip-Grip replaces the factory grips
on & revodver and the hook or shelf on tha |
right panel prevents the revoher from slid-
ing out of your waistband and down your
trowser heg. N works wonderfully, costs
niExt 1o nothing and wears Be inon. | used
the same pair on a snubby revolver for
close te 20 years,

K a revolver isn't to your laste, the
CoveriCarrier allows holsterless waisi-
band cary of cerdain semi-autos. The
CovartCarriar for the Sescamp ks integral
to a replacement rght grip pandl, an
exact physical and cosmetic duplicate
for the odginal. When the CovertCarrier
i wiorn with dark slacks and a dark balt,
the gun is camied 5o low that it would be
tough 1o spol.

B holstangd carry on the belt wene your
preferanca, I'd recommend going to a larger
handgur. But for certain applhications, such
5 driving or baing seated, the pockat camy
systems ane difficult or close 1o impossible
10 ue. For thess bimes, 8 crossdrnw cary
i5 thia best choice, For this, | recommend a
drmang holster that will also work whbn wou
ané up and walking around, many won't.

A unigue Kuwll ankle rig for o Glock Model
26 and Model 27 with & pouch i the rear
for & hidden handowlf kay.

The Null Ve with 8 27 S8W J-frame.

rasking pod
ACP
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Kydex can work well for pocket holsters,
like this one from Grandfather Oak for o

The Mull Vam s my favorite holsier for this
applcation with a J-frarme S&W, 1 is fast
and reliable, but not the most concaalable
holster, but it will Concaal.

Unigue Carry Methods

I you might nesd 1o carry multiphe
weapaons, you might want o consider
Blackie Collins Tolers, a unique product.
These are nicely crafted Amarican-made
| blue jeans that fit great and have a maulti-
| plicity of pockels bor sacrating weapons on
| body, Even without a bunch of weapons,
| they're comiortabde pants.

Shoulder holters for such small guns
are genarally overkil, more holster than
gun. When thal occurs, you're probably

| doing somathing wrong. If you're going to
| conceal a handgun in a shoulder rig, cer-
| tainly nothing smaller than & J-frarms SEW
| or a true meadium frame aute should be
| considerad. Camying & 25 ACP, Seecamp
| of Guardian in a shoulder holster makes no
| sensa for most people. By the sama tolan,
|' given an ood set of circumstances, it might
| be a Hesaving carry.

To the best of my knowledga, vary few

| holster makers gtill produce a cnoich hol-




